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Editorial  

 

[1] The Commission has adopted in 

principle the New General Block 

Exemption Regulation (GBER) for 

certain categories of State Aid.  

The European Commission has in 

principle (minor changes could follow 

in the definitive text) adopted a revised 

General Block Exemption Regulation 

(GBER) for state aid within the 

framework of the initiative “State Aid 

Modernisation (SAM)”. The GBER 

determines categories of state aid that 

are deemed to bring benefits to society 

that outweigh the possible distortions 

of competition in the Single Market 

generated by the public funding. These 

categories of aid are exempted from 

the obligation of prior notification to 

the Commission as they ared deemed 

compatible with the Single Market. 

The measures falling within these 

categories are subject only to ex post 

monitoring. Consequently, Member 

States are in right to implement 

measures which fulfil the conditions of 

the GBER without prior Commission 

scrutiny. 

Based on 2012 data, the Commission 

estimates that about 3/4 of today's state 

aid measures and some 2/3 of aid 

amounts will be exempted under the 

revised GBER. Even more aid 

measures could benefit of the block 

exemption depending on the Member 

States ability to make smart use of the 

possibilities offered by the GBER, 

designing their aid schemes so that they 

meet the conditions required. Aid 

measures which are not covered by the 

GBER will continue to be subject to 

ordinary assessment by the 

Commission under the existing state 

aid guidelines.  

The key improvements brought by the 

revised GBER can be summarized as 

following: 

 

 Increase of applicable 

thresholds and more flexibility: 

The exemption thresholds for 

many measures that were 

already covered by the previous 

GBER have been raised, 

allowing Member States to 

grant higher aid amounts 

without prior notification. For 

some categories of aid,  more 

flexible eligibility conditions 

have been adopted and more 

favorable maximum aid 

intensities and higher aid 

amounts.  

 The adoption of a revised 

Enabling Regulation (see 

IP/13/728) allowed the 

Commission to exempt new 

categories, such as aid for local, 

broadband, research and 

energy infrastructures, 

innovation clusters, regional 

urban development funds, 

culture and heritage 

conservation, audio-visual 

works, sports and recreational 

infrastructures and aid to face 

damage caused by certain 

natural disasters.  

 Simplification: the conditions 

that aid measures should meet 

to benefit from the exemption 

have been significantly clarified 

and simplified.  

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-728_en.htm
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What is important to notice is that the 

broadening of the scope of the GBER 

should be accompanied with 

reinforced ex-post controls and 

monitoring of the aid that fall within 

the GBER. The Commission states 

that it will improve its monitoring of 

the aid granted under the GBER and 

will request Member States to carry out 

evaluations on the effects of some large 

aid schemes in order to better assess 

their actual impact and facilitate future 

improvements (see MEMO/14/369). 

Aid measures will also be made more 

transparent, by asking Member States 

to publish lists of the aid beneficiaries 

(see IP/14/588).  

The text of the new GBER can be 

found here.   

[2] Privatizations: the Council of State 

traces the constitutional limits. 

Upon its decision no. 1906/2014, the 

Council of State upheld a request for 

annulment of the transfer of 36,245,240 

shares of EYDAP S.A. (percentage 

34.033% of its share capital), from the 

Greek Government to the HRADF, 

which had been based on the decision 

of the Interministerial Committee for 

Restructuring and Privatizations no. 

206/25.04.2012 (Gaz. B 

1363/26.04.2012). According to the 

Council of State, the provision of 

general interest services, such as water 

and sanitation services, forms an 

integral part of the state authority core 

and may not be alienated from the state 

control. Given the fact that the Greek 

State had already lost its majority steak 

in the sharecapital of EYDAP S.A. and 

only held, at the time of issuance of the 

said ICRP Decision, a 34,033% 

participation, the transfer of the said 

percentage to the HRADF, would result 

in the complete alienation of the Greek 

State from the control of the water and 

sanitation public services, which are of 

vital significance for public health. This 

alienation constitutes violation of 

articles 5 par. 5 and 21 par. 3 of the 

Greek Constitution, which guarantee 

the health protection and establish the 

State’s obligation to esnsure the health 

of the citizens, respectively.  

Conversely, the Council of State 

rejected, upon its decision no. 

1901/2014, a request for annulment of 

the Joint Ministerial Decision no. 

OIK.02/11.06.2013 (Gaz. 1414 B’) 

entitled “Closing of the public company 

Elliniki Radiofonia – Tileorasi Societe 

Anonyme, ERT S.A.”, as it considers 

that neither the Greek Constitution nor 

the European Law imposes the 

operation of a public television 

operator. Moreover, the closing of ERT 

S.A. took place, inter alia, for the 

purpose of establishment of a new 

public service broadcaster, which is 

already provided for in Law 4173/2013. 

In any case, a transitional entity had yet 

started operating until the new public 

service broadcaster becomes 

operational. However, it must be noted 

that according to a minority opinion of 

the Council, the continuity of the 

provision of qualitative television 

services addressed to all population 

presupposes the existence of a public 

television operator. 

 

 

   

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-369_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-588_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/gber_regulation_en.pdf
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Anti-trust 

EUCJ, Case C-557/12,  Preliminary 

Judgment Kone AG and Others v 

ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG 

Where a cartel has the effect of leading 

competitors to raise their prices, the 

members of the cartel may be held 

liable for the loss caused as a result. In 

such a case, the victim may claim 

compensation even in the absence of 

any contractual link with the members 

of the cartel. In these circumstances, the 

Court ruled that EU law precludes the 

Austrian legislation to the extent that, 

with regard to the compensation of loss 

resulting from a cartel, it requires, 

categorically and regardless of the 

particular circumstances of the case, 

that contractual links exist between the 

victim and the members of the cartel.  

To read the full Press Release of the 

Court (PRESS RELEASE No 79/14) 

click here.   

EUCJ, Case C-243/12 P, (industrial 

bags cartel) 

The EUCJ ruled on an appeal by FLS 

Plast against a GC ruling that had 

upheld a Commission decision of 

November 2005 fining several 

companies for participating in a cartel 

in the market for industrial bags. The 

EUCJ dismissed the appeal and upheld 

the Commission’s findings. To read the 

full text of the EUCJ judgment click 

here. To read the full text of the 

General Court’s judgment click here. 

To read more about Commission’s 

decision click  here.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUGC upholds the fine of €1.06 billion 

imposed on Intel for having abused its 

dominant position on the market for 

x86 central processing units between 

2002 and 2007. 

By decision of 13 May 2009 the 

Commission imposed a fine of €1.06 

billion on Intel, the American 

microchip manufacturer, for having 

abused its dominant position on the 

market for x86 2 central processing 

units (CPUs), in infringement of the 

competition rules of the EU and the 

European Economic Area (EEA). 

Moreover, the Commission ordered 

Intel immediately to bring an end to 

that infringement in so far as it had not 

already done so. 

According to the Commission, Intel 

abused its dominant position on the 

worldwide market for x86 CPUs from 

October 2002 to October 2007, by 

implementing a strategy aimed at 

foreclosing from the market its only 

serious competitor, Advanced Micro 

Devices, Inc. (AMD). Intel’s action 

against the Commission’s decision is 

dismissed in its entirety.  

To read the full Press Release of the 

General Court (PRESS RELEASE No 

82/14) click here.   

Hellenic Competition Commission 

(HCC) fines a number of undertakings 

active in the production and 

distribution of poultry-meat.  

Following an ex officio investigation, the 

Hellenic Competition Commission 

(HCC), by unanimous decision, found 

that thirteen (13) undertakings active in 

the poultry-meat sector in Greece, as 

well as an association of such 

undertakings, infringed Article 1 of Law 

703/1977 (now Article 1 of Law 

3959/2011) and article 101 TFEU, by 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-06/cp140079en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-243/12%20P&td=ALL
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?num=T-64/06&language=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-05-1508_en.htm
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-06/cp140082en.pdf
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engaging in collusive practices 

(agreements and/or concerted practices) 

aimed at coordinating their competitive 

behavior (price fixing and market-

sharing). To read the full Press Release 

of the HCC click here.   

Commission extends validity of special 

competition regime for liner shipping 

consortia until April 2020. 

The European Commission has 

extended by another five years until 

April 2020 the validity of the existing 

legal framework exempting, if certain 

conditions are met, liner shipping 

consortia from EU antitrust rules. After 

a public consultation, the Commission 

has concluded that the exemption has 

worked well, providing legal certainty to 

agreements which bring benefits to 

customers and do not unduly distort 

competition, and that current market 

circumstances warrant a prolongation. 

To read the full Press Release of the 

Commission (IP/14/717) click here.  

Commission investigates transfer 

pricing arrangements on corporate 

taxation of Apple (Ireland) Starbucks 

(Netherlands) and Fiat Finance and 

Trade (Luxembourg). 

The European Commission has 

opened three in-depth investigations to 

examine whether decisions by tax 

authorities in Ireland, The Netherlands 

and Luxembourg with regard to the 

corporate income tax to be paid by 

Apple, Starbucks and Fiat Finance and 

Trade, respectively, comply with the 

EU rules on state aid. The opening of 

an in-depth investigation gives 

interested third parties, as well as the 

three Member States concerned, an 

opportunity to submit comments. It 

does not prejudge the outcome of the 

investigation. To read the full Press 

Release (IP/14/663) click here.   

Commission sends Statement of 

Objections to Crédit Agricole, HSBC 

and JPMorgan for suspected 

participation in euro interest rate 

derivatives cartel. 

The European Commission has 

informed Crédit Agricole, HSBC and 

JPMorgan of its preliminary view that 

they may have breached EU antitrust 

rules by colluding to influence the 

pricing of interest rate derivatives 

denominated in the euro currency. The 

sending of a statement of objections 

does not prejudge the final outcome of 

the investigation. Interest rate 

derivatives (e.g. forward rate 

agreements, swaps, futures, options) are 

financial products which are used by 

banks or companies for managing the 

risk of interest rate fluctuations. To 

read the full press release of the 

Commission (IP/14/572) click here.  

The Commission for the Protection of 

Competition (Cyprus NCA) announced 

that it shall release press bulletins 

regarding the notification of Statements 

of Objections to businesses or business 

associations regarding alleged violations 

of the Protection of Competition Law 

2008 and 2014. 

The purpose consists in achivieng 

transparency of the administrative 

procedures conducted by the 

Commission for the Protection of 

Competition. To read the full press 

release of the Commission for the 

Protection of Competition click here.  

Measures to lower water prices in 

Berlin extended for three more years 

until 2018 

Berliner Wasserbetriebe (BWB) is to 

extend measures to lower its water 

prices as ordered by 

the Bundeskartellamt (German NCA) 

http://www.epant.gr/img/x2/news/news651_1_1403859093.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-717_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-663_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-572_en.htm
http://www.competition.gov.cy/competition/competition.nsf/All/BC1AAAA8B0761554C2257CE1003903DE?OpenDocument
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for three more years until 2018. This is 

the result of a settlement between the 

company and the authority. The 

Bundeskartellamt will in return refrain 

from ordering the reimbursement of 

excessive prices from the years 2009 to 

2011. To read the full press release of 

the Bundeskartellamt (dated 

07.05.2014) click here.   

HCC defines the terms, conditions and 

procedure for the acceptance of 

commitments undertaken by certain 

companies for the cessation of 

suspected infringments of articles 1 and 

2 of Law 3959/2011 or 101 and 102 of 

the TFEU.  

Upon Decision no. 588/2014, the 

Hellenic Competition Commission 

defined the terms, conditions and 

procedure for the acceptance of 

commitments undertaken by certain 

companies for the cessation of 

suspected infringments of articles 1 and 

2 of Law 3959/2011 or 101 and 102 of 

the TFEU. To read the full press 

release of HCC (dated 27.05.2014) 

click here. The full text of the Decision 

no. 588/2014 is available here.  

Commission adopts revised safe 

harbour rules for minor agreements 

("De Minimis Notice"). 

The European Commission has issued 

revised rules (its so-called "De Minimis 

Notice") for assessing when minor 

agreements between companies are not 

caught by the general prohibition of 

anticompetitive practices under EU 

competition law. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/728) 

click here. A Memo on the frequently 

asked questions (MEMO/14/440) is 

also available here.  

Commission fines three producers of 

canned mushrooms € 32 million in 

cartel settlement. 

The European Commission has found 

that Lutèce, Prochamp and Bonduelle 

participated in a cartel to coordinate 

prices and allocate customers of canned 

mushrooms in Europe during more 

than a year and has imposed fines 

totalling € 32 225 000. To read the full 

press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/727) click here. 

 

Mergers 

Commission clears change from joint to 

sole control over Galderma by Nestlé.  

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of sole 

control over the swiss-based Galderma 

by Nestlé. Galderama is currently 

jointly controlled by Nestlé and 

L'Oréal. Galderma produces, markets 

and sells dermatological products as 

well as cosmetic and personal care 

products such as shampoos, soaps, 

bath, shower and skin care products. 

To read the full press release of the 

Commission (MEX/14/0505) click 

here. 

Commission clears acquisition of a real 

estate portfolio in Milan by AXA and 

PSPIB.  

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of joint 

control over a portfolio of real estate 

assets in Milan by AXA and PSPIB. 

AXA is a French global insurance 

group active in life, health and other 

forms of insurance, as well as in 

investment management. PSPIB is a 

Canadian pension investment manager 

http://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2014/07_05_2014_BWB.html;jsessionid=3E35B5D8381A3AA6BEBCA88643A8A6C4.1_cid371
http://www.epant.gr/news_details.php?Lang=gr&id=19&nid=644
http://www.epant.gr/apofasi_details.php?Lang=gr&id=361&nid=721
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-728_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-440_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-727_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0505_en.htm
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that invests funds for the pension plans 

of the Public Service, the Canadian 

Forces, the Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police and Reserve Force. To read the 

full press release of the Commission 

(MEX/14/0506) click here. 

Commission approves PVC joint 

venture between INEOS and Solvay, 

subject to conditions. 

Following an in-depth investigation, the 

European Commission has cleared 

under the EU Merger Regulation the 

proposed combination of the European 

chlorvinyls businesses of INEOS AG of 

Switzerland and Solvay S.A. of Belgium 

into a newly created joint venture. The 

approval is conditional upon the 

divestiture of certain of INEOS' 

suspension polyvinyl chloride ("S-PVC") 

plants and related assets. To read the 

full press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/539) click here.  

Commission clears acquisition of the 

Warranty Group Inc. by TPG Advisors 

VI-AIV, Inc.  

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of the 

Warranty Group, Inc (Warranty) of the 

USA, by TPG Advisors VI-AIV, Inc 

(TPG VI-AIV), of the Cayman Islands. 

In Europe, Warranty underwrites and 

administers extended warranty products 

and programs that protect motor 

vehicles, consumer electronics, and 

appliances. TPG VI-AIV, affiliated with 

TPG Capital of the USA, is a global 

private investment firm which manages 

funds that invest in businesses through 

acquisitions and corporate 

restructuring. To read the full press 

release of the Commission 

(MEX/14/0516) click here.  

Public Announcement of the Merger of 

“DELTA TROFIMA A.E.” and 

“MEVGAL A.E.” 

The acquisition of the sole control over 

the company “MEVGAL A.E.”  by the 

company “DELTA TROFIMA A.E.”of 

Marfin Investment Group was notified 

to the HCC on 23.05.2014. Both 

companies are active in the production 

and distribution of dairy products. To 

read the full public announcement click 

here.  

The Autorité de la concurrence clears 

the acquisition of sole control of 

Nocibé by Advent (Douglas) subject to 

the divestment of 38 sales outlets by the 

new entity. 

The European Commission has 

referred to the Autorité de la 

concurrence, at the purchaser's request, 

the review of the acquisition of sole 

control of the Nocibé SAS group 

(“Nocibé”) by the Advent International 

Corporation (“Advent”). Nocibé has 

466 sales outlets, operated directly or 

under a franchise. In the perfume and 

cosmetics retail sector, Advent controls 

both the company and the Douglas 

brand, which operates 179 sales outlets 

in France, either directly or via 

franchises. To read the full press 

release of the Autorité de la 

concurrence (dated 04.06.2014) click 

here.  

Commission clears acquisition of joint 

control over MMC Superalloy by 

Hitachi Metals and Mitsubishi 

Materials. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of joint 

control over MMC Superalloy 

Corporation by Hitachi Metals and 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0506_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-539_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0516_en.htm
http://www.epant.gr/news_details.php?Lang=gr&id=306&nid=643
http://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/user/standard.php?id_rub=592&id_article=2367
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Mitsubishi Materials Corporation, all of 

Japan. To read the full press release of 

the Commission (MEX/14/0605) click 

here.  

Commission clears acquisition of 

Fiumaranuova by ING and Allianz. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of joint 

control over 

Fiumaranuova by ING and Allianz. IN

G is a global financial institution based 

in the Netherlands offering banking, 

investments, insurance and retirement 

services. Allianz is a German-based 

multinational financial services provider 

which is active worldwide in the 

insurance and asset management 

business. To read the full press release 

of the Commission (MEX/14/0606) 

click here. 

Commission approves acquisition of 

Cemex West by Holcim in the building 

materials sector. 

Following an in-depth investigation 

(see IP/13/986), the European 

Commission has cleared under the EU 

Merger Regulation the proposed 

acquisition of Cemex West by its Swiss 

rival Holcim. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/639) 

click here.  

Commission approves acquisition of 

Armajaro Trading by Ecom. 

The European Commission has cleared 

under the EU Merger Regulation the 

proposed acquisition of the commodity 

trading and processing company 

Armajaro Trading Limited of the 

United Kingdom by rival Ecom 

Agroindustrial Corporation Limited of 

Switzerland. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/601) 

click here.  

Commission clears acquisition of a non-

life insurance going concern of 

UnipolSai by Allianz. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of a non-life 

insurance business of UnipolSai 

Assicurazioni S.p.A. (“UnipolSai”) by 

Allianz S.p.A., a company indirectly 

controlled by Allianz SE. to read the 

full press release of the Commission 

(MEX/14/0611) click here.  

Commission clears acquisition of 

SHELL Italia and SHELL Italia 

Aviazione by Kuwait Petroleum. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of two Italian 

Shell Group companies, SHELL Italia 

S.p.A. and Shell Italia Aviazione S.r.l., 

by Kuwait Petroleum Europe BV 

("KPE") of The Netherlands and Kuwait 

Petroleum Italia ("KPI") of Italy. To 

read the full press release of the 

Commission (MEX/14/0612) click 

here.  

Commission approves acquisition of 

part of Honeywell's friction material 

business by rival Federal-Mogul, subject 

to conditions. 

The European Commission has cleared 

under the EU Merger Regulation the 

proposed acquisition of the European 

part of Honeywell's friction material 

business by another large US friction 

material manufacturer, Federal-Mogul 

Corporation. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/684) 

click here.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0605_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0606_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-986_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-639_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-601_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0611_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0612_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-684_en.htm?locale=en
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Commission clears acquisition of the 

Enterprise Solutions Business of 

Alcatel-Lucent by China Huaxin. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of the 

enterprise solutions business of Alcatel-

Lucent S.A. of France, by China 

Huaxin Post and Telecommunication 

Economy Development Center, of 

China. To read the full press release of 

the Commission (MEX/14/0625) click 

here.  

Commission clears merger between 

Carphone and Dixons. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the merger 

between Carphone Warehouse plc and 

Dixons Retail plc both of the United 

Kingdom. To read the full press release 

of the Commission (MEX/14/0626) 

click here.  

Commission clears acquisition of 

Motorola Mobility by Lenovo. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the acquisition of Motorola 

Mobility Holdings LLC of the 

US by Lenovo Group Limited of 

China. To read the full press release of 

the Commission (MEX/14/0627) click 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

State Aids 

EUCJ C‑471/09 P à C‑473/09 P, Spain 

v. Commission.  

The Court confirms the strict 

interpretation of the principle of 

legitimate expectation by reiterating that 

the inactivity of the Commission 

towards a state measures does create 

any presumption of compatibility 

depriving the Commission of taking 

ultimately action against it. To read the 

full text of the Court’s judgment click 

here.     

Commission approves amendments to 

restructuring plan of UK bank Lloyds 

Banking Group. 

The European Commission has 

concluded that proposals by the UK 

authorities to amend conditions for the 

divestment of Lloyds Banking Group's 

(LBG) UK retail business, in the 

context of LBG's restructuring plan, are 

in line with EU state aid rules. To read 

the full press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/554) click here.  

Commission introduces new 

transparency requirements. 

As a cornerstone of its State Aid 

Modernisation (SAM) initiative 

(see IP/12/458), the European 

Commission has introduced new 

transparency requirements concerning 

state aid granted by Member States to 

undertakings. For each state aid award 

above €500,000, Member States will be 

required to publish the identity of the 

beneficiary, the amount and objective of 

the aid and the legal basis. To read the 

full press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/588) click here. The 

Commission proceeded also in the light 

of SAM to the amendment of various 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0625_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0626_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEX-14-0627_en.htm
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-471/09%20P&td=ALL
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-554_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-458_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-588_en.htm
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applicable communications. To see 

these amendments click here. The 

Competition Policy Brief (Issue 4/May 

2014) is also dedicated to State Aid 

Transparency for taxpayers. The full 

text of the Competition Policy Brief 

(Issue 4/May 2014) is available here.   

Commission exempts more aid 

measures from prior notification. 

As another milestone of its state aid 

modernisation (SAM) initiative, the 

European Commission has 

considerably extended the scope of 

exemptions from prior notification of 

state aid granted to companies. Under 

the revised General Block Exemption 

Regulation (GBER), Member States will 

be able to grant more aid measures and 

higher amounts without having to notify 

them to the Commission for prior 

authorisation, because they are less 

likely to lead to undue distortions of 

competition in the Single Market. To 

read the full press release of the 

Commission (IP/14/587) click here.  

Commission adopts new rules 

facilitating public support for research, 

development and innovation. 

The European Commission has 

adopted new rules that will facilitate the 

granting of aid measures by Member 

States in support of research, 

development and innovation (R&D&I) 

activities. The new R&D&I state aid 

Framework sets out the conditions 

under which Member States can grant 

state aid to companies to carry out 

R&D&I activities. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/586) 

click here. The Competition Policy 

Brief (Issue 5/May 2014) is also 

dedicated to the new rules for State aid 

for research, development and 

innovation. The full text of the 

Competition Policy Brief (Issue 5/May 

2014) is available here. 

Commission approves two public 

service compensation measures for the 

French post office. 

The European Commission has 

concluded that tax relief granted by 

France to the French post office (La 

Poste) to ensure that a high density of 

postal services is maintained over the 

period 2013-2017 is in line with EU 

rules on state aid. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/602) 

click here. 

Publication of the decision approving 

the privatization of LARCO S.A.  

The decision of the Commission 

approving the privatization of LARCO 

S.A. (see also C&RR Issue 2, Editorial) 

was published in the Official Journal of 

the European Union (JOCE 

C/156/2014). To read the full text of 

the decision [no. C(2014) 1805] click 

here.  

Commission publishes the decision 

regarding the support for the 

construction of school units in Attica.  

The Commission considers that the 

urban development project, notified by 

the Greek authorities, that consists of 

the design, financing, construction and 

facility management of schools in the 

region of Attica is granted under an 

approved state aid scheme (SA. 34405) 

which lays down a general framework 

for sub-commercial public interventions 

made through Urban Development 

Funds. In notifying the support for the 

urban development project prior to its 

implementation,  the Greek authorities 

have complied with their obligations 

under Article 108(3) TFEU and recital 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/modernisation/state_aid_transparency_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/publications/cpb/2014/004_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-587_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-586_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/publications/cpb/2014/005_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-602_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/251096/251096_1536182_139_3.pdf
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(222) of the Commission decision 

approving the JESSICA scheme for 

Greece.  To read the full text of the 

Commission’s decision click here.  

Publication of the decision appoving  

the Aid Scheme on the promotion and 

advertising of agricultural products in 

Cyprus.  

The Commission’s decision approving 

the Aid Scheme on the promotion and 

advertising of agricultural products in 

Cyprus was published in the Official 

Journal of the European Union on 

23.05.2014. To read the full text of the 

decision click here. 

Commission adopts new rules to 

support important projects of common 

European interest. 

The European Commission has set out 

criteria under which Member States can 

support transnational projects of 

strategic significance for the EU and for 

the achievement of Europe 2020 

objectives, in line with EU state aid 

rules. This is part of the Commission's 

State Aid Modernisation (SAM) 

initiative, aimed at fostering growth and 

competitiveness in the EU. The 

communication will enter into force on 

1 July 2014. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/673) 

click here.  

Commission approves Greek regional 

aid map 2014-2020. 

The European Commission has 

approved under EU state aid rules the 

Greek map for granting regional 

development aid between 2014 and 

2020. The map is based on the new 

regional aid guidelines adopted by the 

Commission in June 2013 

(see IP/13/569), which set out the 

conditions under which Member States 

can grant state aid to businesses for 

regional development purposes. To 

read the full press release of the 

Commission (IP/14/527) regarding the 

Greek regional aid map 2014-2020click 

here.  

Up to date, the Commission has also 

approved the regional aid maps 2014-

2020 for the following Member States:  

 Slovakia (IP/14/63) 

 Czech Republic (IP/14/105) 

 Poland (IP/14/180) 

 Sweden (IP/14/326) 

 Slovenia (IP/14/244) 

 Hungary (IP/14/243) 

 Germany (IP/14/242) 

 Romania (IP/14/409) 

 Latvia (IP/14/408) 

 Finland (IP/14/407) 

 Ireland (IP/14/583) 

 United Kingdom (IP/14/582) 

 Lithuania (IP/14/58) 

 Spain (IP/14/580) 

 Austria (IP/14/579) 

 Estonia (IP/14/578) 

 Bulgaria (IP/14/731) 

 Portugal (IP/14/666) 

 Croatia (IP/14/662) 

 Luxembourg (IP/14/661) 

Commission adopts new rules for State 

Aids in Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 

Areas. 

The European Commission has set out 

revised and updated criteria under 

which Member States can support 

agriculture, forestry and rural areas, in 

line with EU state aid rules. This is part 

of the Commission's State Aid 

Modernisation (SAM) initiative, aimed 

at fostering growth and competitiveness 

in the EU, and goes hand in hand with 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/249603/249603_1511017_128_2.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/250848/250848_1532782_210_2.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-673_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-569_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-527_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-63_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-105_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-180_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-326_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-244_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-243_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-242_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-409_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-408_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-407_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-583_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-582_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-581_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-580_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-579_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-578_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-731_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-666_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-662_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-661_en.htm
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the Common Agricultural Policy, more 

particularly with the new rural 

development policy of the EU. To read 

the full press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/714) click here.  

Commission approves €400 million aid 

to ST Microelectronics for the Nano 

2017 research programme. 

The European Commission has 

decided that aid by France to ST 

Microelectronics (ST) for the 

development of new technologies in the 

nanoelectronics sector is in line with 

EU rules on state aid. To read the full 

press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/733) click here.  

 

Energy 

 

Commission approves UK 

compensation for indirect costs of 

carbon price floor. 

The European Commission has found 

UK plans to compensate certain energy-

intensive users from higher electricity 

costs triggered by a mandatory carbon 

price floor to be in line with EU state 

aid rules. The UK carbon price floor, a 

tax on carbon-intensive fuels, is aimed 

at reducing the use of electricity 

produced by fossil fuels. The 

compensation partially offsets the 

higher electricity costs, similarly to what 

is done for the costs of the EU 

Emission Trading Scheme (ETS). To 

read the full press release of the 

Commission (IP/14/577) click here.  

DESFA S.A. was certified by RAE as 

an Independent Operator of the Greek 

Gas Network. 

DESFA S.A. was certified as an 

Independent Operator of the Greek 

Gas Network upon decision no. 

287/2014 of RAE, pursuant to Articles 

9, 10 and 11 of the Directive 

2009/73/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 

13 July 2009 concerning common rules 

for the internal market in natural gas 

and repealing Directive 2003/55/EC. 

To read the full press release of RAE 

(dated 29.05.2014) click here. 

Moreover, upon its decision no. 

280/2014, RAE approved the 

appointment of the compliance officer 

for DESFA S.A. The full text of the 

said decision is available here.   

Commission approves Czech scheme 

supporting renewable energy. 

The European Commission has found 

that a Czech scheme supporting the 

production of electricity from 

renewable energy sources is in line with 

the EU state aid rules. To read the full 

press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/664) click here.  

National Regulatory Authorities of 

Greece (RAE) and Bulgaria (SEWRC) 

jointly approve the Guidelines on the 

second stage of the Market Test for the 

capacity management and reservation in 

IGB.  

To read the full press release of RAE 

(dated 04.06.2014) click here.  

RAE assesses the requests for the 

appointment of Production Licence to 

Photovoltaic Plants. 

Following the amendments brought by 

Law 4254/2014 in guaranteed prices, 

RAE invites all interested parties to 

reconfirm their interest and to update 

their financial information (until 

12.09.2014). To read the full press 

release of RAE (dated 02.06.2014) click 

here.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-714_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-733_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-577_en.htm
http://www.rae.gr/site/categories_new/about_rae/factsheets/2014/major/29052014.csp
http://www.rae.gr/site/file/categories_new/about_rae/actions/decision/2014/2014_A0280?p=files&i=0
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-664_en.htm
http://www.rae.gr/site/categories_new/about_rae/factsheets/2014/major/04062014.csp
http://www.rae.gr/site/categories_new/about_rae/factsheets/2014/major/02062014.csp
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Commission authorises EDF to acquire 

Dalkia’s operations in France. 

Under the EU Merger Regulation, the 

European Commission has authorised 

EDF’s proposed acquisition of Dalkia 

France, Dalkia Investissement and the 

other subsidiaries of Dalkia in France 

(‘Dalkia’). To read the full press release 

of the Commission (IP/14/729) click 

here.  

The Competition and Markets 

Authority (NCA of UK) is to carry out 

an investigation into the GB energy 

market after Ofgem (UK) announced 

its decision to refer. 

Ofgem made a provisional decision to 

refer the market in March, following a 

joint assessment of competition in the 

energy market, carried out by Ofgem, 

the Office of Fair Trading and the 

CMA. The CMA will now carry out its 

own comprehensive, independent 

investigation to see if there are any 

features of this market which prevent, 

restrict or distort competition and, if so, 

what action might be taken to remedy 

them. To read the full press release of 

CMA click here.  

RAE launches a public consultation in 

the draft of the 10-year Development 

Plan (2015-2024) for the National 

Electricity Transmission Network.   

Interested parties are invited to submit 

their comments until 18.07.2014. To 

read the full press release of RAE 

(dated 16.06.2014) click here.  

 

 

 

 

Electronic Communications 

Commission opens in-depth 

investigation into proposed acquisition 

of Dutch cable operator Ziggo by 

Liberty Global. 

The European Commission has 

opened an in-depth investigation to 

assess whether the proposed acquisition 

of Dutch cable operator Ziggo by the 

telecommunications group Liberty 

Global, headquartered in London, is in 

line with the EU Merger Regulation. 

Liberty Global – through its subsidiary 

UPC – and Ziggo both own a cable 

network in the Netherlands through 

which they provide various retail pay 

TV and telecommunications services. 

Both companies also operate a 

premium pay TV film channel in the 

Netherlands. To read the full press 

release of the Commission (IP/14/540) 

click here.  

Amendment of the Regulation for the 

Management and Appointment of 

Numbering Resources of the National 

Numbering Plan.  

HTPC announced the approval of the 

Decision no. 714/010/10-4-2014 (Gaz. 

1301 B’) «Amendment of the Decision 

of HTPC no. 677/03/8-1-2013 for the 

amendment and codification of the 

Decision of HTPC no. 441/121/21-6-

2007 “Regulation for the Management 

and Appointment of Numbering 

Resources of the National Numbering 

Plan”». The full text of the Decision is 

available here. To read the full press 

release of HTPC click here.  

 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-729_en.htm?locale=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/energy-market-referred-to-cma
http://www.rae.gr/categories_new/about_rae/activity/global_consultation/current/16062014.csp
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-540_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.eett.gr/opencms/export/sites/default/admin/downloads/telec/apofaseis_eett/kanonistikes_apofaseis_eett/AP714-010.pdf
http://www.eett.gr/opencms/opencms/admin/News_new/news_0256.html
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Commission clears acquisition of 

Telefónica Ireland by Hutchison 3G, 

subject to conditions. 

The European Commission has 

approved under the EU Merger 

Regulation the proposed acquisition of 

Telefónica Ireland's mobile 

telecommunications business (O2 

Ireland) by Hutchison 3G (H3G). The 

approval is conditional upon a 

commitments package submitted by 

H3G. To read the full press release of 

the Commission (IP/14/607) click here. 

A Memo (MEMO/14/387) on the 

frequently asked questions is also 

available here.  

HTPC reduces up to 83% the 

termination rates for calls to fixed 

networks. 

Upon a recent decision, HTPC 

imposed to all greek market operators a 

gradual reduction in the termination 

rates for calls to fixed networks. More 

specifiacally, the fees are reducted up to 

83% and set to 0,0735 €/minute until 

31.12.2014. To read the full press 

release of HTPC click here.  

 

Pharmaceuticals 

 
New Pricing provisions for 

pharmaceuticals  

 

The Ministerial Decision for the 

complete liberalization of the pricing of 

drugs administrated without medical 

prescription (in Greek ΜΗΣΥΦΑ) was 

published on 10.6.2014 (Ref Official 

Gazette B 1530/10-6-2014). Despite the 

liberalization, prices are freezed up to 

31.12.2016.  

 

 

European Ombudsman concerned 

about change of policy at Medicines 

Agency as regards clinical trial data 

transparency. 

In a letter to the European Medicines 

Agency (EMA), the European 

Ombudsman, Emily O'Reilly, has 

expressed concern about what appears 

to be a significant change of policy 

concerning clinical trial data 

transparency. According to documents 

the Ombudsman has seen, EMA is 

planning to limit access to clinical trial 

data by imposing strict confidentiality 

requirements and by allowing data only 

to be seen on screen using an interface 

provided by EMA, as well as imposing 

wide restrictions on the use of such 

data. To read the full press release of 

the Commission (EO/14/13) click here.  

 

According to Advocate General Bot, 

products consisting of aromatic herbs 

and synthetically produced 

cannabinoids and which are sold 

exclusively for recreational purposes are 

not medicinal products.  

In order to be classified as a medicinal 

product, a substance or combination of 

substances must be intended to prevent 

or treat an illness. To read the full press 

release of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union (PRESS RELEASE 

No 84/14) click here.  

 

 

World Trade Organization  

 

EU requests WTO Consultations with 

Russia concerning Anti-Dumping 

Duties on Light Commercial Vehicles. 

On 21.05.2014 the European Union 

requested consultations with the 

Russian Federation in the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) concerning anti-

dumping duties imposed on imports of 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-607_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-387_en.htm
http://www.eett.gr/opencms/opencms/admin/News_new/news_0264.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_EO-14-13_en.htm
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-06/cp140084en.pdf
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light commercial vehicles (LCVs) from 

Germany and Italy. To read the full 

press release of the Commission 

(IP/14/590) click here.  

 

 

News of the Markets 

 

 DESFA S.A. announced the 

initiation of the two-way gas 

transfer operation of the 

pipeline connecting Greece and 

Bulgaria, as the works enabling 

the export of gas to Bulgaria are 

completed. Until now, the said 

pipeline was solely used for the 

supply of the greek system with 

Russian natural gas through 

Bulgaria. The project is essential 

in terms of opening up the 

market to competition, as it is 

shortly expected that companies 

operating in the relevant sector, 

in the two countries, shall 

express their interest for the 

commercial use of the new 

capacity. The total cost of the 

investment, which also includes 

a second phase for the 

upgrading of the Sidirokastron 

metering station, amounts 3,3 

million euros and shall be 

covered by equity of DESFA.  

 The clinic of “HYGEIA” 

announced the assumption of 

the operation of health services 

of the non-profit charitable 

foundation “Errikos Dynan”, 

after relevant unanimous 

decision of the Board of 

Directors of the Foundation. 

This action was facilitated by the 

decision of Pireus Bank to 

invest in the share capital of 

MIG, subsidiary of which is the 

clinic of “HYGEIA”.  

 HRADF has announced the 

initiation of international 

tenders for two “olympic” 

assets, namely the Olympic 

equestrian centre at 

Markopoulo and the Olympic 

Centre at Galatsi, as well as the 

coastal plot at the location 

“Sampariza” (Ermioni), which 

may be exploited for the 

development of a holiday - 

tourist village. The three assets 

are expected to attract the 

interest of investors from 

Greece and abroad and the 

relevant tenders are expected to 

be completed until the forth 

trimester of 2014. The deadline 

for the submission of Offers for 

the concession of the right of 

use and exploitation of the 

Olympic Properties in the 

Galatsi and Markopoulo areas 

of Attica County is 22.09.2014. 

The deadline for the acquisition 

of full ownership on real estate 

property located at “Sampariza” 

is also 22.09.2014.  

 HTPC announced the closing 

of the public consultation 

regarding the minimum 

requirements for ensuring the 

availability of public telephone 

services in case of emergency. 

The following entities and 

operators took part in the said 

public consultation and 

expressed their opinions: 

ADAE, EEKT, OTE, 

FORTHNET S.A., HELLAS 

ON LINE. To read the full 

press release of HTPC click 

here.  

 The European Commission's 

2013 report on competition 

policy shows that competition 

enforcement helps promoting 

growth and competitiveness 

across the EU. Antitrust 

enforcement prevents dominant 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-590_en.htm
http://www.eett.gr/opencms/opencms/admin/News_new/news_0249.html
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companies' from shutting out 

competitors from the market 

and creates the conditions for 

lower input prices for EU 

industry. Merger control keeps 

markets open and efficient. 

State aid policy maintains a level 

playing field for companies in 

the Single Market and helps to 

steer public resources towards 

growth-enhancing objectives. 

Competition enforcement is 

also an essential counterpart to 

ex-ante regulation and a key tool 

to preserve the EU's principal 

asset – the Single Market. To 

read the full press release of the 

Commission (IP/14/521) click 

here.  

 ACER publishes its annual 

report on its activities under 

REMIT 2013. The full text of 

the report is available here. 

 According to press information 

the Commission issued a 

decision finding that electricity 

tarification according to the 

Arbitral Award in the case 

Alouminion v. PPC does not 

constitute a state aid. For more 

information click here here.   

 According to press information, 

OTE announced that it has 

entered into conversations with 

the main shareholder of 

Forthnet, Forgento Ltd. 

confirming its exclusive interest 

for Nova and pay television. On 

the other hand, Forthnet 

announced that the company 

has not entered into any 

conversation with OTE and that 

it has not, however, been 

relatively informed by its main 

shareholder, Emirates 

International 

Telecommunications (EIT), 

which controls Forgento. 

According to press information, 

the market shares in pay-

television are as follows: 63% 

Nova with 482.000 subscribers 

and 37% OTE TV with 279.000 

subscribers. In any case, if Nova 

is sold to OTE, the main issue 

to be examined would be the 

secession of the pay-television 

sector, as Forthnet has 

“merged” the said sector with 

the sectors of fixed telephony 

and Internet, by offering and 

signing “triple play” contracts 

(fixed telephony, Internet and 

pay-television).  

 Four out of five participants that 

had submitted an Expression of 

Interest for the acquisition of a 

66% participation in the share 

capital of IPTO  S.A. 

(Independent Power 

Transmission Operator) were 

selected to participate in the 

final phase of the tender 

procedure. The four shortlisted 

parties are the following: a) a 

consortium between the Belgian 

network operator, Elia System 

Operator S.A. and the 

international fund IFM 

Investors Ply Ltd., b) the 

Chinese company State Grid 

International Development, c) 

the Italian network operator 

TERNA and d) the Canadian 

fund Public Sector Pension 

Investment Board. India Power 

Corporation failed to submit the 

documents required and was, 

therefore, excluded. During this 

phase of the tender procedure, 

the shortlisted parties will be 

invited to submit their binding 

offers, after having conducted 

their own financial, legal and 

technical due diligence. It is 

noted that KLC Law Firm acts 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-521_en.htm
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Acts_of_the_Agency/Publication/REMIT%20Annual%20Report%202014.pdf
http://www.energypress.gr/news/Aperrifthh-apo-thn-EE-h-kataggelia-ths-DEH-gia-th-Diaithsia-me-Aloyminion
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as legal advisor to PPC for the 

privatization of IPTO S.A. 

 Foxconn and Dow Chemical 

Company examine the 

possibility of investing in 

Greece. Foxconn Group is the 

biggest technology products 

production group and 

undertakes the production of 

products for the biggest digital 

technology companies in the 

world, such as Apple, Dell, 

Google, Microsoft, Sony, 

Toshiba etc. The company has 

selected the area of Thriassion 

for the creation of a base of 

asseblance of products such as 

iPad and iPhone, which will be 

further circulated in Europe. At 

the same time, Dow Chemical 

Company, a multinational group 

active in the chemical products 

sector, proceeds, in cooperation 

with IBM, one of the biggest 

companies of information 

technology in the world, to the 

realization of an investment 

regarding the construction of an 

information technology network 

services centre in Athens. The 

Prime Minister, Antonis 

Samaras, was informed  for the 

said investment by the President 

and Executive Director of Dow 

Chemical Company, Andriew 

Liveris and the General 

Director of IBM Europe, Rich 

Hume.   

 The Executive Director of 

Gazprom, Alexei Miler, 

expressed his optimism for the 

outcome of the negotiations 

with the European Commission 

with regard to the South Stream 

Pipeline, in a press conference 

held in Bienna on 24.06.2014, 

on the occasion of the contract 

concluded with OMV for the 

extension of South Stream 

Pipeline in Austria. The 

European Commission had 

obstructed the construction of 

the pipeline, considering that 

the agreements signed with the 

transit countries breach the 

European legislation. South 

Stream Pipeline is designed to 

transfer gas to Europe through 

Bulgaria, by bypassing Ukrania. 

The Austrian part of the 

pipeline will be contructed in 

2016 in order to be functional 

in 2017. Gazprom and OMV 

will cover 50-50 the cost 

amounting 200 million euros for 

the construction of a 50 km. 

part of the pipeline in Austrian 

territory. The total length of the 

pipeline reaches 2.446 km., 

whereas its total cost is 40 

billion dollars. 

 France finaly accepted the offer 

made by the American 

company General Electric 

regarding the acquisition of the 

French company Alstom, one of 

the biggest industries in France, 

which employs 18.000 persons 

and has designed and 

constructed the biggest part of 

its energy network, as well as the 

famous modernized super-fast 

trains. The German company 

Siemens had also submitted an 

offer for Alstom, along with the 

Japanese company Mitsubishi, 

which did not, however, prevail. 

It is noted that France 

mentained the right to perchase 

a 20% participation in the new 

group. Moreover, the French 

state will hold a “golden share”, 

corresponding to a veto right, 

with regard to decisions of 

strategic importance (e.g. 
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nuclear energy or renewable 

energy sources).  

 The American company 

Medtronic, the biggest 

independent company in the 

medical equipment sector,  

acquired the Irish company 

Covidien for 43 billion dollars. 

According to press information, 

Medtronic claims that the 

acquisition took place for 

business reasons, as the merger 

of the two companies forms an 

alternative to the leader of the 

sector, Johnson & Johnson. 

However, according to press 

information, the acquisition was 

also incited by taxation reasons, 

as Medtronic aims to  transfer 

its seat in Dublin, where the tax 

rates are lower. 

 According to press information, 

upon completion of its 

privatization project, 

TRAINOSE will be debt and 

state aid – free. At the same 

time, the tender procedure is 

extended and the three 

shortlisted parties (Grupo 

Feroviar Roman of Romania, 

the consortium GEK TERNA – 

RZD of Greece and Russia and 

SNCF of France) are invited to 

submit their binding offers in 

September and not in July, as 

initialy announced.   

 In its ninth edition, the EU 

Sustainable Energy Week 

(EUSEW) – 23 to 27 June 2014 

– is the premier event for public 

authorities, energy agencies, 

private companies, NGOs and 

industry associations engaged in 

helping to meet the EU's energy 

and climate goals. It features 

activities dedicated to energy 

efficiency and renewable energy 

solutions in Europe and around 

the world.First launched by the 

European Commission in 2006, 

EUSEW is organised with the 

support of the Executive Agency 

for Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises (EASME). To read 

the full press release of the 

Commission (MEMO/14/434) 

click here.  

 RAE published the results of 

the public consultation 

launched on its suggestion 

regarding the creation of a 

regulated futures market for the 

access to electricity suppliers 

from lignite and hydro. To read 

the full press release of RAE 

click here. The relevant letter 

addressed by RAE to the 

Minister of Environment, 

Energy and Climate Change is 

also available here.  
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